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SWAMI NIRMALANANDA
(Tulasi Maharaj)

(23rd December 1863 - 26th April 1938)

It is seventy years now since Swami Nirmalanandaji
Maharaj known among the Ramakrishnites as Tulasi
Maharaj, entered mahasamadhi at his favourite Niranjan
Ashrama here at Ottapalam. One wonders whether the
present generation of devotees is familiar enough with his
life of renunciation and service. How can one describe the
Swamiji and his mission in life? He was, to put it in a
nutshell, one of the seventeen monastic disciples of Sri
Ramakrishna who gave up their all and formed themselves
into abrothethood of monks under the leadership of Swami
Vivekananda for self-realisation and for the welfare of the
world. His life of seventy five summers can be summed up
as follows:

He wasborn in Calcutta on the 23rd of December 1863 in
the ‘Dutt’ family of the ‘Kayastha’ community to which
belonged Swami Vivekananda as well. He was given the
name ‘Tulasi Charan’ as it was believed that he was born as
the fruit of his mother’s worship of the sacred Tulasi. He







